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The boathouse project began with a 
field study to the Mississippi River. 
On this trip, I examined the edge of 
the water and how it related to the 
land in section, plan, and physical 
conditions. Upon returning I had 
a good understanding of how land 
transitions to water.
My initial sketches for the 
boathouse came from gesture 
drawings of a person lifting a canoe 
into the water. The shape I arrived 
at was somewhat similar to that of 
a butterfly cocoon. This became my 
inspiration throughout the project 
as a caterpillar’s transition 
into a butterfly paralleled that 
of the land’s transition into 
water. Thinking about the project 
in section, the covered pathway 
represents the compression into the 
cocoon. Once inside the cocoon, a 
transition happens between land and 
water, walking and boating. When 
one leaves the boathouse onto the 
houseboat, another transition takes 
place to being free on the water. 
The ceiling rising to reveal the sky 
represents the emergence from the 
cocoon while the rooms being placed 
lower in the back of the houseboat 
represent memories.
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